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Oakdale in the Newspapers

Lapeer County Democrat
August 8, 1894

Genesee street, from Main strect
to the asylum, should be put into the
bands oi Street Commissioner Je-
rome Compton with directions to
make a boulevard of it. The resi-
dents should then slick up and bean-
tify their places and the name
changed to Asylum Avenue, or
Asylum Boulevard. It ousht to be
the handsomest street in the city, for
the largest amount of travel will be
onit. Get to the front, ye prop-
erty holders on old Genesee.

Lapeer County Democrat
September 12, 1894

The New Asylum.
Work on the new asylum pro-
gresses favorably, to the satisfaction
of the contractors, Messrs, Smith
& Karl.  The builer house and
the dining hall are about com-
pleted. *One of the large cottages
18 nearly ready for the roof and the
brick work of the second is half way
up. The buildings will probably . be
entirely completed ad ready for oc-
cupancy by Nov. lst. The new
superintendent has not been selected,
yet & number of candidates are Leiog
considered, and the selection will be

made in a few days.

Lapeer County Democrat
October 31, 1894

Forty or more men at the new
asylum are hustling things along
rapidly. The slate roof on the south

cottage is just completed and other
details are going forward most satis-
factorily. The buildings have been
wired prepatiory to electric lighting.
It will require 250 incandesent
burners,

Date Not Known thought to be around 1894
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‘| establishing the Home for the Feeble-
‘| minded and Epileptic of this state
‘| met at Port uron last week and
‘| tions in the states of Illinois, Ohio,
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It is hopea the new asylum will
burn wood as fuel—the same as the
water works, electric  light works,
the brick yard, tan yard, foundry,
flour mills, etc., do. It makes the
best kind of fuel, is cheap and would
help the poor farmers in the northern
part of the county, who derive a
considerable means of livelihood
from marketing, this kind of wood
in winter when h:ey could be doin
no other work. | The use of this woog
has kept the wolfe from maoy a
poor farmers door who is oaly too
willing to work and earn money
when he has the opportunity. Be-
sides this it helps clear up the farms.
It also helps the merchants at
whose places trading is done, By all
means let us do everything possible
to pursuade the managers to decide
on wood for fuel.

The commission for locating and

have decided to’vieit similar institu-
New York, New Jersey and Peunsyl-

and study the methods upon - which
they are conduct&?. The ¢ i

has five applicatiogs for
of medical superintepdent of . the
home, but will not_-make any selec-
tion until after their inspection of
the homes in the other states. The
superintendent fust have had previ-
ous experience in the care of feeble-
winded and epileptic.  The home, it
is expected, will be ready . for ocou-
pavcy by &Kpril' 1. - It has accomoda-
tions for inmates and the legisla-
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Oakdale in the Newspapers

Lapeer County Democrat
January 9, 1895

T T T N~ R
One thousaud cords of pine wood, N
four feet loug, are wanted by thé*"\s\
&y / 4 1
commissioners of thi.mew asylum.
See or address John Hevener, Secre- ol
tary, Lapeer,
pV
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Lapeer County Democrat
January 30, 1895
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| Home of the Feebleminded
Last Wednesday was the day fixed
for the legislative committees to vis-
’it the new state asylum at Lapeer.
The committee of the House consists
of five members; that of the Senate,
three members. For some reason the
,Senate committes postponed their
 visit; the House was represented by
| Dr. Allen ot Charlotte, Mr. Partridge
of Detroit, and Mr. Place of Ionia.
Mr. Hevener, the resident member
of the commission, being confined to
his house by = severe attack of rheu-
matism, Dr. McColl, Mayor Vincent,
Col. Frank McElroy and Mr. G. H.
Cary escorted the visitors to the asy- |
lum, where Mr. Brundage, the super-
intendent of cconstruction, showed ||
them around the buildings now in
progrese and explained the plans in|
detail. The visitors expressed them-
selves more than pleased with the lo-
cation. It is as yet uncertain when
the other members of the legislative|!
committees will be here, '

-

Lapeer County Democrat
March 27, 1985

. Street Car Line Wanted
A line of street cars is needed from

the depots to the Abram House, then
west to the feeble-minded home.
Perhaps it i8 not geperally known
that a bus line is running from the
center of the city daily, ®xcept Sua-
daye, making two trips out to the
home and back. Yet suchis the case.
Starting from the Farmers Home
hotel at 6:20 a. m. with from ten to
fiftéen passengers all bound for the
state home. Aﬁ: leaving the hotel
at 5:20 p. m. making the round trip
ip .about 45 minutes. Ben Palms
« and Phil Slattery take turns driving. |

|there are people here who talk of
| Asylum street, as though that were

Lapeer County Democrat
April 3, 1895

" The new a;ylnm i3 closed to the
publio for the present, in order to let
the finishing touches dry, Supt.

Brundage will be pleased to open the
bnildin':‘u soon a4 all isin readiness

Lapeer County Democrat
July 17, 1895

Poo-vILD
The new home qu;:lhe
g nioely '
i r‘(; will ge open for patients
the latter part of this month It will
accomodate abont 100 inmates 4
we believe there are already 50

applications.

feeble-mind-
and it is ex-

Lapeer County Democrat
August 7, 1895

We can see no objection to the
‘food old name of Genesee street.
tis a fit compliment to our nejgh.
bors in the county west of us, Vet

its name. If we must have a change,
give us something new:. Foolery
avenue, for instance; or Boulevard

Epileptic; or Rue de Feeblemind,

S—r 4
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Lapeer County Democrat
Wednesday, August 7, 1895

“Billy Harper has moved more stone wihin a
year than any man in this section. He
furnished a lot for the new asylum, 50 cords
for the new Catholic church and has
shipped several carlaods to Detroit.”

Lapeer County Democrat
August 28, 1895

To visitors at the Home:

But, until further netice,

work coincident with

interfered with.

Saturdays, Sundays
allowed except by special permission
from the supérintendent. State offi-

en$gediz_n the work excepted.
A. Polglase, M. D., Superintendent

Lapeer County Democrat
September 11, 1895

looked z .
The grounds in front of the new

Home have been graded and a beau-
tiful gravel driveway has been con-

»| structed from the old railroad up to

‘|and in front of the buildings.

'| pany hér papa, - A. Polglase, on
his trip this week. She will visit
ber grandmama,Mrs. A. A. Polglase,

of Chicago, before she r
: 2 a chimney of the

south cottage of the new Home last
Wednesday night, knocking off a
few brick and displacing some of thn

slate shingles. Damage slight.
‘ ——r— — =

The
management of this school extend a
cordial invitation to the public to
visit the Sohool and inspect its work.
To assist i thisan attendant 1s pro-
vided to explain the various details.
: wWe request
.| that thepublic confine their visits to

Wednesdays, between th
|and 4 p. m,

e hours of 2
The great amount of
the opening
thus not be
No visiting on
or the Holidays

cials and professional people or t.hoseJ -
W.

Lapeer County Democrat
September 11, 1895

There §re now about thirty inmates
at the new Home in this city, and
thirty more applications lave been
approved. Two new inmates arrived{

onday and others are expected
daily. '

Lapeer County Democrat
December 4, 1895

Jas. Brackenbury, on his way home
the other evening, was accosted by
a ligtle girl, who asked him for a
penny fo “get something to eat.
“Who are you?” asked Jim in bis
kindest manner. “I’'m a little beg-
gar,” was the prompt response.
“Where do you live?” " “Don’t live
‘nowhere.” “Where’s your home?”
“Ain’t got no home.”” Jim was a
little surprised at vhe answers, but

‘gave her & nickel and passed on.

s Ge walked his thoughts were on
this wise: - “Poor little waif! Clad‘in
2 thin dress, with only a shawl over
her head, wandering about in the

cold”—but just then his cogitations

were interrupted by his meeting the |

very man he wanted to see—Sheriff
Demérest. Together
search of the little stranger, and
found her in Misse Walker’s restau-
rant, baying candy. She proved .to
be an inmate of the Home, having
escaped from a basement -window,
and was duly retarned to custody.

4

they went ini
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Oakdale in the Newspapers

Lapeer County Democrat
December 18, 1895

The new hospital for the Home s |¢
in process of construction, and will [
'be completed about Jan. lst. I

Lapeer County Democrat
L February 19, 1896

To disabuse the minds of some
people of the impression -that the
state pays for the pleasant entertain-
ments gt the Michigan Home, we will
state that all the expense involved 1s
met by Supt. Polglase personally.
The Home affords more ample room
for entertaining than the Doctor’s
private residence, and besides, itis a
universal custom in the state 1nsti-
tutions of this class. Entertainments
such as dancing, etc., are given every
two weeks during the winter at Pon-
tiac Asylum, and are participated in
by the professors, leading attendants
and many inmates, as well as the
citizens.

Lapeer County Democrat
February 26, 1896

The stuté live stock sanitary com-
mission, together with the state vet- [
erinary and Gov. Rich, personally
conducted an investigation into the
condition of the herd of Holstein
oattle at the Michigan Home, here
last week. Stock breeders here-
abouts thought the cows were not
“up to souff” when they arrived here
last fall, and the animals have not
appeared well since that time. The
findings of the commission pointed
toward tuberculosis, and one of the
cows being killed, a post-mortem ex-
amination confirmed the suspicion.
In consequence, the whole berd of 11
cows were ordered killed. The New
York stock breeder of whom the
cattle purchased will be taken
to task afid made to square the deal.

Lapeer County Democrat
May 13

2| Sunday at The Home.

r _ Having occasion to visit the Mich-
-|igan Home last Sunday I chanced to
arrive during the Sunday school hour
.- | #md found the girls’ classes,in charge
j|of Teachers Eldredge and Gormer
¢ |28sembled on the lawn in front of
; | their cottage. A speaker’s table wWas |
decorated with beautiful wild flow. ||
ers from the grove, and in the hall-|1
way was placed the piano whose in- |1
Spiring strains assisted the children |t
to sing familiar gospel hymns, d
After the lesson of the day had
been carefully axplained, Supt, Pol-
glase addressed the children in a
’ ?‘lmple maoner, taking for his text,
Hear ye Him,” in which he impres-
[sed them with their duty to love God
and one another. The children then
repeated in concert a hymn, “San of
Mg. Soul,” “Mizpah™ and a prayer,
which closed the exercises. At the
fame hc:lur a similar service was be-
ing conducted in the boys’ cottage.
At 5 p. m. lunch was br’;ught over
from the dining-room by attendants
and the children received a bountiful
ll:lfply of physical as well as spirit-
ual food. I shall not soom f
this interesting sight. A Visrroz,

C2E8 FEORS CoOpEsosee

Lapeer Democrat
June 3, 1896

Although :the exercises st the
Michigan Home last Saturday were
drowned out by rain, the flag pole
was rnised just the samo and it 18 a
handsome spar furnished with eross-
troes and wire cable shrouds, all in
the purity of white paint. The pro-
gram (recitations, music and march-
ing) was very beantiful and ‘enjoy-
able for, Monday, bright and pleas-
ant, seemed made for ghe ogeasion.



Oakdale in the Newspapers

Lapeer County Democrat
November 25, 1896

ne ’
s« Fire at The Home,
it Friday morning fire broke out in|,
e |the laundry room at the Michigan |
0 | Home, and the loss is eatimated at
v [about $400. Supt. @Polglase hus a
n | well organized company, and Chief
Murphy found but little t6 do when
he reached the scene. The cause of
the fire was the explosion of the gas|,
y |geperator. The valve failed to do 1
ts work and forced the blaze back
into the gas machine, which exploded
~ | with terrific force, and three other
Rasoline stoves on the same floor|li
were blown into atoms. A young [ ¥
lady who was operating one of the|Z
laundry machines, sitting  just in ﬁ
D

~

R

oV

-

front of the generator when it went
to pieces, escaped injury with the
exception that her hair was badly
. |scorched. Foreman Webber jumped ne
over the ratling to the basement be- lo
'|low, injuring his hip (uite seriously. | j
| He lost clocEing valued at %21, ﬂ.
was employes’ day for laundry work. Cs
Their loss is estimated at $200, Supt.
Polglase has urged the necessity of
a change in the Jaundry building, as | ™
be bas considered it inadequate and
unsafe. The board of control has
had the matter under advisement.|no
Tbe loss will be adjusted by one of
the state boards of which Gov. Rich
is chairman ex-officio.

-

[eled]
| ]

Lapeer County Democrat
January 20, 1897

*| Another cottage is to be built at thé
Michigan Home, at = cost of $15,000, Tt
will be of brick, in the form of a Greek cross,
in marked contrast to the two plain cottages
already in nse, and will stand to the morth
of them, next to the road. Dr, Polglase" is
is now at Laosing making ATrangements
with reference to this new baildinw, and it
is planned to get the miaterial on the ground
this winter. It will increase the institalion’s
" |capacity, s great desideratum, as there are
several hundred applicstions waiting,. The
new cottage will have atl modern appoint-
meuts, and be more convenient than the old
ones. Herenlsois a souroe of employment
for some of our laboring men. 'Twill be a
good thing all arcand,
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Lapeer County Democrat
January 26, 1898
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Lapeer will build a new school
houaep:l.;i- oummerg;(tb site of the

nd ward building on Calhoun
::rozat.. It will contain four large
rooms two storiee high, and be of
brick material. It will be caloulated
to relieve the high school building.

whioh is now overly crowded. .
The new cottage at the Homo. is
receiving its finishing tonches. Paint-
ers Turner, Crouse, Maveety, Rob:
erts and others are doing the work.
The building is a model of beauty
and convenience; is saubstantial and.
inexpensive, indicating that Dr. Pol-

glase is thoroughly onto his job.

Flint Daily Joural, January 22, 1898

Freo PProssi—Muskegon wants 1o
koow. Xbhaa beon partlnilly support-
ing & doaf and dumb boy by the name
of Uane Chrlgtian, who was sent to
tho stato sehool for the denl and dumb |
ab IMiint. The boy was rolnrnod with
instritetions that he be sent to the
home for feeble minded at Lapeor.
No the nuthorities at that p'aco hgve
gont him back, snylng that F'lat fa the
proper place for him. And there you
Bre, :

Lapeer Democrat
May 18, 1898
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Oakdale in the Newspapers

Lapeer County Democrat
June 15, 1898
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Moral Training

of the Feeble-Minded

{s at the present time.

A Teacher at the Home Writes
the Following on Training

If over in the hiatory of oor country there
hes been n peod of moral training. in every
walk of life, nod in all olasdea of soolety, it
It in true that few
of the ohildren who are io onr care today, st
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are likoly to go out in ths world; conse-
quently thair influence for good or lllisin s
great mesaure bounded by tbe institotion
limita. Bot we must consider that they
themselvos ara the factors with whioch we
have to deal, and develope as far as possible
the good, repreas the evil, for their own
sskes. Physical and mental development
without moral training bot tend to make
the ohild more capable of xnsvery. But
the neocessity of moral edoeation is oonoceded
how best to effect it is to ba considsred.

The feeble minded child is ahumas being,
bot an imperfeot ome; 80 the training that
i3 neceasary for other ohildren ir applicable
here, making allowance for the warped,

bave to dsal. So our progresa {s necesasarily
slow, but with patience and perseveranoce,
we shall mobisve muoch. The morsl fscol-
tios, like the pbysical, scquire strength by
ose; aod when we buve led the child to one
indapendedt decision between tight and
wrong; we have strengthened the moral
peroception und made 1t easier to gsio an,
othar viotory. Obedienoce is one of the oar-
dinal points in moral tenining; indeed it
may almost be considsred the oorner stone.
No child oan ba fitted for the daties of lifa
morally, mentaily or physically until iz has
learned to obey, for the voios of conscience
will bave little power over ons, no matter
row brilllant or how dall the intallect may
be, who haa not
per authority. Another necsssary element
to the moral growth of every ohild ia & pro-
per regard for the righta and privileges of
others, thair feslings, property and persons;
sympathy for the affliotad reverenoe for age;
aod for all things pertainlog to the maker
of all.

Olosely following rpbod.loooo. and very

-l ama-

been taught to yield to pro. |.

weak and stunted natures with which we &

of all.

Olosely tfollowing obediencs, and very
nearly sllied to it, Is the discipline of ays.
tomatio, well organized eoftort, whioh is bow-
aver the very antipodes of rigid roepreasion
that being maeh worse for the deficient in-
tallect, than for the normal one. Bui with-
out disgipline assuredly very little can be
| done; for when the ohild is allowed to in-
dalge In his own whims and irreaponsible
aetions, the mind cannot be in & receptive
condition for training of sny disoription.
It is absard to believe that = teacher oan
rodooe a room full of children to order by
@aking n noise over-powering their owo,
and then wheu they are surprissd into mo-
mentacy siloncs, succoed 10 showing tham
tha beanty of an abstract morul virtus. But
when they are goletly and bhappily basy with
pleasant work, even the little incident oom-
pected with it may be made to raise their
thoughts to “"the good, the beantiful. the
trme.” Yot the teacher should never deliver
| sermon; these are but little heeded in the
| sobool room and she who osn find no other
mode of reaching the fesling and the oon-
soienos, may well dispsir of being saccess-
tol in morsl traiping. Onpe of the beat ways,
perhapa the very best way to secors order ia
conatant employment; aod bere aguin great
care must be taken that the work doas Dot
bescome monotonoua since such a ocoundition
always tands to mentally, morally and pby-
sically degenerate, but every envirooment
of the ohild should be cheerful. bright and
inspining. love is the great compolling
power in moral training, the love which
| rently onfolds, tonderly cherishes and ps-

tisotly directa every germ of good in the
" | soul of the ehild.

Lastly, the teacher horself maat be the
|iving 0opy, whieh the little ones wmay fol
low. How oftan do we hear the child refer
; to what the teachsr has sald or dome. All

children are imitative, the feeble-minded

® ohild perhaps comparatively mors 8o, than
bas the fortunate fellow. Then how carefuol

should we be of every mpression—yes; of
every thought, ‘‘for out of the abundsnoce of
the heart, the mouth speaketh.,” The
teachear, by ber exsmple,doss tosch whither
she will or mot. To tsach morality one
ust live morally. If ber sxample be per-
nicioas, it sbe indulges in outbreaks of
pussion, or wehders in the mazes of doeoeit,
17 | i¢ the ooarse or uncouth word soils her ton-
gue, how blighting is ber 1nfluence, how
onworthy is she of ber high wvocation. )
i A wise man has said, "It wers easier/fto
“; toaoch twenty what to do, than to be opb of
\dn. the twenty t follow my own teaobings.'”
Bat we shall not resch & mark higher than

our aim. 8o, though tha result of cur work
may seem smull and ansatisfactory, yot we
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i have the swsest assurance that mo sarneat
i sffort to do right oan ever be lost or uns:
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Oakdale in the Newspapers
Flint Daily Journal, July 9, 1898 Lapeer County Democrat

July 12, 1899
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| Fire at The Home [

Lapeer Fire Department Naved
The Building

At & mesting of the Bomrd of Con-
trol of the Howmne for the Feable Mind- |
od held at Liapeer on Wednoesday Hon. {1
Georgo B, Gold was clected recretary. |.
Cortilloptes of ndmisslon have- been [i 2 e
sant out and eplleptics wil soon he|. e e i ire
occupplng tha naw cotéage bullt for |, Koo g Tg"“‘iw'o‘:'r ol oo
thelr acocommodation, The sohool do- ) : $to

me%t. reipont{]ed promptly an t.:-
- : ether with the department at the
pirtment i taking vication and the |f ﬁ,.mmon'rmn had the Samias vader

) ' 1 ' vontrol. he fire started smong the
tenchers #ira WA buarrels asd boxes in the atore goom
aoderneath the dining ball aod had
gained great hesdwsy when dis-
'|covered. The building was filled
with dense amoke throughout and a
bot fire was raging in the hatchways
and joists of the cellar. Heavy rolls|™
Jof smoke were issuiog from every
window. It. was justeripe for alk
conflagration; but the prompt snd|F
effivient work of the firemen was
soon felt, and in less thso an hour
the fire was extinguisbed and smoke
oleared away. Supt. Polglase was
Hin Detroit at the time. Commis-

Flint Daily Journal, July 30, 1898

- Miss Maud Smith, of Davison; has
nocepted a nosiplon in Lnpeer as night
abdtendant.at'the ‘home fof tho fesble
mifided Sho left Weduesday'to tnke
up hep iew dutied, ' .

Lapeer Democrat, January 4, 1899

bl’. W. A.Polglase, superintendent
of the Home, recovered from
threatened blood poisoning resultiog

fmqt:m performing a surgical operation,

adeusmba e

sioner John Hevever was early on
tho scene and praised the Lapeor
firemeon for their gicat work. he
Iadies of the Home served the fre-
men with a lunoh of coffee and cake.
I'bis is the second occasion the La-
peer firemen bave been called to the
Home, and they speak in grest
praise of the kind treatroent and
splendid disciplive on the part of the| |

. authorities and attachea of ithe :
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Lapeer County Democrat
August 30, 1899

Things are moving along nicely a
- - t
the Michigan Home. Grogund isybe-
ing broken for 8 new and extensive

boiler house southwest of the pres- |

ent one. It will be large and on ap

extensive scale, furnishing power,|’
steam heat, it own eleotric lighﬁlanij :
ote. Progress is the watch word and

Dr.Polglase is always at the front.



