Oakdale in the Newspapers
These appeared in the County
Press around 1938-1941
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| Dt Polglase and Will Hevener were the I \-‘n‘ghl,

‘ﬁnn&s 41 J. B. Bidwell's whist party mal,m el

' Bnrryo—mtlcbuﬂ:s.denognpmm e 4

l ubl:nu:; posrd in the railroad strike L Ladingt !
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| Harry. 45 in the fromt rank of his pt\)ae&no'.:- .

' o H. McCarthy of Chicagd was 2 ptommmw. \51‘

gt the natimal convention of tailors sl o m{

e ‘\‘im m Lfrslk- shout em- '

old vereran of this ciE¥: : i

hﬁwd\mdmbcd‘ =hy dunng the rebeilion the mea 1{
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- n"
cmelled so strong. & gusrd naé o be put Mmpm
Miss Graoed Brundege Jeaves 07 }G:a:is ks
Wednesday where she will spend 1%0 -;m. froibuey

wholesale milliner house geiung styles for
i feat ¢ the wing |
L in-feather oot Ol ‘
George W, Carpenter. 3 pinl cath et
of hic satonic majesty, Hazen S Pingree. r‘::uFﬂbh |
appointed to the Board OL_CODUO‘A for - F {
Minded Home in place of John Hevener. Butn&-o'.mk d
‘l\m:l.mon of the Pontinc Gameiie has his eas |
“h Jess nall it
the spot and will doubt - .
ml;cm Matson and Sam Curriston have been W0
sow York with & carload of horses. . ]
2\: C. Patterson has a samewnhat bruised ankje, done
it
uy his horse stepping on o
" John Kiley's toe was smashed and ankle crushed by
s falling railroad tie. He is now about o cruwh!stm .u
Rev G wW. Durkee has tendered hg resigna’ ez
pastor of ~the M. P. chuch, but his people Te
coept it = ) :
mn"ﬁd;;’r Kelley has bheen engaped by the Central
‘Let::.xre Bureau for the paiance of the £eason.

world for the care of the

e-minded is at Lapeer—The Lapeer State Home and Train-

Ang School. Buildings and equipment are inventoried at about
- $4,000,000 and’ 4,000 patients are cared for. There are some
_850 emp!oyees, and the Home is virtually an independent “eity”
with its’ own power and heating plant, a 400-acre farm that
~‘supplies much of its food, its bakery, laundry and industrial arts

.:hops where patienfs learn crafts. The Home officials b
'g!:ai‘toee'mmuors through oty

I the institution. Between 10 a.m.
pm. are the most convenient times. . . . . :
et
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Nole: Another of Judge Cramton’s
sxeiches of local Rotarians,

Earl T. Smith was born at Lan-|
sing. Michisan, April 27, 1800, and
his life’s activities have all been
within a hundred miles of his birthy- |
place

Attending the public schools he,
Fradusted from Lansing high schoal
In 1907, While going to school he!
worked In a lsundry as general
aid and errand  boy. So when
!achool was over and work command-
ed and there was to be no coliege
days. Earl went into the laundry
I business, started the Model Laundry
It was high in aims but not sny too
well aquipped. but he carried that|
on jor § years Then seiling out|
; this business Earl went to work for
the Auto Body Co. of Lansing In

1615, This was the pionesr body

factory In msss production and

Harry Bradner was the head. He

took u personal interest in his per=|
sonnel and may & young man ap-

pealing to Bradner was
| placed on the psyroil. Among the|
! many wvacation workers of that
! pericd were Harry Kipke and Ro-
| tarfan Kar]l Kinsy of Caro. Earl|
here hagd charge of the Umekerping
jand cost  department Seventeen
(Year 2o nis employment by the!
: State of Michigan commences when|
! be joined the accounting depart-|
iment of the State Administretive|
| Board.
| Accepird Appointment
| In that capscity Eari was zent
veral times 10 the Michigan State

Home and Training School. now |

Inown aa the Lapeer State Bome.]
The then Superintenden:, Dr. Har-|

iey Haines offered him an sppoint-|
ment which Ear] accepted in charge |
‘of accounting at the imstitution |

He bsgan that work Sepi 2, 188 )

He was tranaferred to the Michigan

Farm Colony at Wahjemega In

February, 1534 and caume bock to

the Lapeer institution as Businesd

Txecuthve L Sept. WA - [

June 23. 1914, Barl was marrid)
|t Miszs~Franc Frances st Lansing
} They have one son. Jack Smith)
{ recent graduate of U. of M. law|
| School and now in proctice in La-|
| peer. Earl’s own desire having been |
10 be @ lawyer he has the great sat-|
| isfaction of walching his son camy)
|out fis own unfulfillad dream. .

“e—e Oatarian Too

WORK 1S KEYNOTE /7~
OF EARL'S SUCCES

-

EARL sSMITH

QU DN WRE weser—
Care Rotatian Toe [
|  Eas¥s chiel recreation i reading
jeurrent events and novels buxh!l
| aas never resd GWIW. No golf.
| o cards, whenm de is not ar work|
'ii & precty moch the planning of
tbe next day’s work and he Ikes|
| his work, A Mason and K P, dot
not sctive. A Rotarmn at Camn!
| and here he has served this Clud)
e e 2 mp\zcnua'zn
} Ewven theugh
centralized 53 mmuch 2 possidle In
Lansing the business mde of the
Institytion has & vas amount of Se-
tail ang record work. Ten peopis are
smpioyed hers n tha! work with
oot 4000 patients here and 30
at Mi Pleassnt the annos! clothing
ol = abour 32000, fuel $H0.000 and
food, mot including preparalion and
erving. s SNOD0 or between 15,
.lrdmcmurmv’::lm“
with central anryg
considerable

-

VEDNESDAY. DECEMEER 10, 1941
-Co.Choirs =~
. - PO
To Sing Xmas
Carols '
’ Music to Co om
Dome of the
Court House

Mrs Oscar Juberg, chalrman
of the commitiee srranging for
the varous chaech choirs to sing
Christmas swigs and caroly, De-
cember 12.2] announces the

| mames of the eholes
The ehirs will sine rach eve-
ning byt Sundaay foan the RBalrg
Funeral Home, the music 10 be
’nmplm«! from loundsprakers in
Ime come of the court nouse. Mrs,
H. L. Baird =1l acrompany the
| groups asi the organ. The, Rev.
|P. & Hemingenay will, have
charge of the broadeasting ar-
nnz!mnu.
| Working withy Mrs Juberg on
| the program are Victor r
|Mr. nad Mrx H l.%bn‘d
{ Arthur Lynch S
The choirs 1o participate “are:
| Brass Ensemible. Ldpeer State
Home, Vicior Prather, director

{ Lapeer Schonl Glee Club, Jean
Golden

Muntoe Street Methodise
Chureh Chwir, Midred Kruse

i
| Baptist Cholr. Ross Rarber 'y
|

Metaniara Congreeational
Chareh  Cholr, Mra.  Florence
Rurnham

1apeer Evangelieal Lutheran,
Mrs OLW Grassser

liadlev Federaged Churen
Choir ==
| South Hacley Lutheran Cliureh

Laprer Presoviermn  Chureh,
Aarne Oxkonirnm

Chureh of tmmaculate Concep.
ton, M 7 Wilsom

On Wednendtay armangenients
are oeing  made W preent
Christmas recordings daring the
afternoon.
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"'Dr! Fred R. Hana, medicat au

. mt :ohrl::’lw;;h 3,021 patients fs the
. tablished fn 1308, the institutio: ocouples than
1,200 acres, part of which is Jocated within dt;uum.-.n

Earl 8mith, business
yuperintendent of the

peration make the annig
anyone who has even he

perintendent sinde 1983,

largeat feoblo-minded o

R
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 Inmate at Lapeer

| 3’,'{0 Drowned in R“'er5
y  Clarence Wlson, 19, patient tn the
| Lapeer State Home at
| drowned

Lapeer, was

and Earl T. Smi
i Mewnrd for eight years, direct the Lapeer 'State Home and Tr’:l.:l:':

titation

ofy, wnd Dr, R, B, Cooper, medical
isr-l(a?m. by their splendid do-
dalry banquets possible
matters, it is not necessary
'Eon are needed W propare

task for the limited fa-

To

|
‘

=1mentioned. W2

ul.m'rv TWO YEARS A }6”0
. . GO

The board of control of the Mich. Home In Its
blennial report to Gov. Warner Monday, stated
that there were 1000 inmates confined in the
* Institution at the end of the fiscal year June 30,
1910, and that there were over 300 applications on
file at the present time. An appeal i3 made that
the legislature be urged to take immediate action
and grant an appropriation whereby an addition
to the present building may be crected and other
needed improvements made. If the legislature
grants the appropriation uasked for. which is
.glven at $137.450, two new cottages will be erected
=i that will accommodate 170 more patients, equally
Jdivided as t0 sex. An addition to the present
34 dining hall will be built, & separate dining hall
for the employes at the home, a two story indus-
i trial building will be constructed and a house
Jfor the home physician will be provided, Other
4 Improvements of a less important nature are

Mo AL * e e ——

THIRTY-TWO YEARS AGO 11e

Charley Hollenbeck has closed up the Farmers
Home hotel for lack of business. Not enough to
warrant its continuance.

Webb Warren in town. His wife returned with
him to Port Huron,

Mrs. Loren Elliott, daughter Miss Edith and
Masters Howard and Kenneth, were at Washing-
ton, Mich.

Lester Wadsworth has returned to Detrolt after
a short visit with his parents, Mr, and Mrs, Ar-
thur Wadsworth,

Miss Katherine Arbury was very Il with her
vaccination. -

The Peters estates at Columblaville are still on
the map, its taxes amounting to $4,000 or more to
the township of Marathon,

Frank Willilams and Sky Kudner spent Satur-
day and Sunday In Detroit calling dn old friends.

The farmers and towns people are getting over

_thelr scare of small pox and trade seems to he
picking up. There was quite a large ¢rowd In
town Saturday doing their marketing. '

Clark Compton: “With three hotels closed, sev-

- _eral empty stores on the main street and business
with merchants generally on the bum; you can't

.. te})_me. that smail pox and. Ibcal®option. ‘don't

»‘haonta town.™ ** - B JLat S

Dan Weldon, a Lapeer boy and good lawyer,
was recently elected prosecuting’ attorney of
Payne Co,, Oklahoma. He ls the son of Mr, and
Mrs, Gilbert Weldon of Lapeer and was formerly
an attache of the County Press office, =

When Omar Culver, genial proprietor of Cul's
Place, walked into his barn Friday night to look
after his horses, he noticed his electric lights were
burning low and as he started Inlo, the stall they
suddenly went out, Omar kept on, however, but
stopped when the stall door hit him in the face,
cutting him in the forehead and blacking both
eyes. When asked what caused the damage he
sald, “You heard about Battilng Nelson getting
licked?" We sald we had. “Well, I didn‘t llek
him,” sald Omar, and went Inside to bulld a,
cheese sandwich, - |
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apd o Jalf preAters, W Jl.‘r
Deatioyer 0f Lapees pnd Anleln
DeNoyer of Nops. Caulf ol
sy DesNoyer WS L m‘v;w_.
of the Presbyisrsaan L’hurs.xu.
P& A M_the Foysl Ar}h A
sona, We Knights of Pyiicas &

the O K 8

Adrian Daily Telegram, Adrian, Michigan,
February 13,1942, Page 6

William Streu, engineer at the Girls Training School, Mrs. Streu
and Mrs. Milre J. Sauter, commercial teacher at the institution,
attended the funeral of B. F. Des Noyer at Lapeer Wednesday.
Mr. Des Noyer, who x was an uncle ol Mrs. Sauter, was 73
years old, dying after a three week illness with heart disease.
He had been chief engineer at the Lapeer State Home and
Training School since its beginning in 1894. He was widely
known throughout the state because of his Masonic affiliations.
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Shot Fatal
'ToFather

State Home Employe
' Commits Suicide

The death Monday
il mo, of Robert Augell 32, wn
enploye of the Lapeer

al abgus’

3“"'

" Hame. lias been decided & case of !

4
Y.
=

-
]

saitide by Sherlff Leslle C Matlt.
cws, Proseculn T, C, Tayiwr und
Chie! Grover Phlllips

Mr. Angell, 1t was reported,

used n 34 caliber revalver to kilt|

| himsell at his hone &t 510 Rall-
(vosd strest  The shot  went

through his temples and shat- |
tered & mirror 1o the rogen He |

T lived a few minytes niter the

&

.

-

Robett , 8, Betly
:hu.!. ay_of M.
Burl were in al the
time of the shooting. The sep-

b

|
5

-
")
3

£l
|

shooting Dr H B. Zemmer was
called anc wmter Coroner H M
L

Bes [
A t We ¥ glven
1w Sherify {uuuvs Mz, An-

geii's 15-yenr-old » ter,
Margaret, and Mrs . he
shot lh:mll
Angell left the bouse Lo go down-
wwown. The daughtgr, and

mother of Mrs. Angell, Mrs, Bliz-
abeth Burt, the <wo children,

§

the shot as she Was coming
downstairs froen her bedroom |
Sae cdl‘, her mother, who was
just leaving
found Mr. Angell In his bedrooe
wounded

According W thr offices, Mr |
wiidd Mro Angell [wkd been quar-
relng and this was 2iven a8 ooc |
of the reasons for the act

Mr Angeli %8s born at Adrian
Sepl 14 1899, He MIMJ‘ -
nie Burt Oct 3, 1930 They lived
&t 'ontiac undl coming W La-
peer elght years ago

Fie leaves Bis widow and tay
c¢hildren und two Srothess and
teo sisters. Mrs Frank Carruth,
Columblaville, Mrs Peter Tipoit.
Povitar and Bagnr nnd Eenest,

Futers) services were nt 2 (I}
todny Wednesday: with  the
fev V.5 Hemingway officiating |
ang burial ut Stiles cemetery "

e s v . 2
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Slayer’s

Suicide Try
In Jail Fails
Hearing Postponed

moming he was taken
home where he recon-
the crime for Sheriff
, & State Police investi-
|gator and & photographer.
Potter sald Spates, a_former
Lapeer Stale Home patient, had
lived with Mrs. Spates In a trafl-
er behind the Potter home for
the past month. Spates had
worked for Murray Phelps until
the Phelpy auction a month ago

. -
POTTER MANAGED to break
awayand grab the gun. Before
he could shoot Spates grappled

and had married a girl last Deo~ Potter told The County Press

m 'd* " ember that worked for the Pot- Friday “I don't know why I did
ters for the past several years. it. I just lost my temper. There

In Hospital WHEN SPATES lost his job at o e o niag wrong  with
the Phelps farm Potter helped hé didn't e":““" t mn:' sl

Harry Potter, 50-year-oid con= him get work with the railroad i was & “terrible thing ,“u '::
Messed slayer of J. C. Spates, 28, wher Potter worked. Both men family.” He placed none of the
is I a Plnt after 8B drove to and from work together blame for the arguments on
al .w“w“ eid and both famllles ate in the Pot- Spates. No serious trouble had

early Monday moming while be- | 7 Dome. ever o them; all the

The two men had agreed to
work the small farm together
during their spare time, sharing
In the food it produced. Potter
sald he had difficulty getting
Spates to do his share of the
work and they had been argu-
Ing severely about that for a few
days prior to the shooting.

Returning home {rom work
‘Wednesday afternoon the two
| men resumed their argument
land Spates threatened to “‘beat
his brains out" if Potter didn't
stop bothering him. When they
arrived at the farm Potter got a
12 gauge shotgun from the house
and went out to Spates’ traller.
He hid the shotgun under the
edge of the trailer and then
waited for Bpates to come out
trom the orchard where he had
gone for an unknown reason.
He was afrald of Spates in hand-
to-hand combat, Potter sald,
and put the gun under the trall-

\ng held in the county jail. His
hearing, scheduled for Monday,
was postponed. .

Potter, who shot &and
Spates during an argument Wed-
nesday evening at the Potler
farm (n Elba township, slashed
his wrists and throat but was
discovered a few minutes later by
| Deputy John 8cott. He was
| rushed to Flint immediately and
| doctors say he will recover.
|

| 3pates dled early Thursday
'morning at the Lapeer City Hos~
pital after being brought there
at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday by Pot-
ter. Bheriff Mathews was called
immediately and Potlter told him
he had comue home to find

Spates lying on the ground
W;Mbcme‘rmm

— - -

of how u" occurred

Gani, * e 1 B

S

Epam was partly consclous at
the time and told Mathews that
Potter had hit him with an axe.

er because he thought he might
have need for it

When Spates returned they be-

“Go out there and look,” he said.
“The axe Is lying by the wood-
plle and is all bloody.” He sald
nothing of a gun._

State Pollce and the sheriff
went to the scene of the crime
| and found an axe but it was
| covered with dirt and had not
been disturbed for several days.

was jalled Wednesday
:ipendlng further investi-
[ L]

gan arguing and then fight
near the traller g

Thursday Potter was ques-
tioned Iurther and in the after-
noon admitted the crime. He at
first clalmed self defense byt

later told the whole story ‘and
anxious (o cooperate
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MURDER SCENE

1 C Apates. 3% was shot oo’
M wife lived in the tralles
the Nouse In e backpround,
divislee of the wick on e
od o9% &= she orohand next %o Um

Walked aver 10 the trallyr
Spates came out of tha covhard

| where this pioture was s
Bots Mra Fullef and Mok Shates

hete ot |

B wudlle Degan In Lw

Oakdale in the Newspapers

w1 5 2 m Wednesday by Harry Potter, 80, Spates and
327 Hodlgy Road snd Mr. and Mrs Potber Uved iIn|
drove Bome from work together, argulng over |
Ahared  Arrivieg at the farm st §:43, Spatss walk |

Mene

»
hiz

Lthry

ber ana Fotier went Into bis house and got his sholgun.  Me

e traller o= the side Wward the u»meu!
immediate foreground of this piclace |
erazbwd the gun  Before be could shoot Bpas mpplcd[
Spetes % standing where S2eriff Loslie MatlieRs o ahown |

e gun upnder

Comer of Wis woodplle about exght fevt cloase %0 the spot from

g ane 1‘., hitUng Sgates In e cenler of She stomach

€ avay wlShe Ume

County Press
May 16, 1945

Potter Trial
Is Set For
Tuesday

Slayer Regrets
Suicide Attempt,
Wants to Live

Harry Potter, Ot Larged wrth
the murder of ) O Spates, 28
wns bouind over Lo rircult vourt

Priday {rr trial Tuesday, May 22

at 930, m Bonde were set at
$15000 with two suretles DY/
Justice A H. Terkins belorc

whom the examinatlon was held
Bond ras not been posted and
pott in the Genesee county
jall

WS

Polier shot Spates April 26 on 3§
(the Potter farm in Elba Lownship ¢
[foliowing an argument over !
| Spates' fallurg to help with the !

. |parden werk. JBoti men were

| ‘| employed as section hahds on$;
| fhe Grand Trusk salirosd, . |

| Spates and his wife lved in n{

i *|trailer house on the Potter farm.
Potter later attempted to take!

[ his Jife by, slashing his throat

and wrists in the Lapeer county
call wnd was removed to Hurley
hospitel and later to the Fhnt
"

ing

Expressing regret over s al
| empt to commil sutcde Potten
; Csrtdd hieois now willing o dive ana
‘ace the consequences Describ
ing ~vents that led to shootine

| Spates. Potter related “we wrg.
[ed anda then began fighting He
was strong and  young [reilow
ke that have good wind |
afradd of him  and

the

Wa

Spates,

It had been;set f
feports on a
were

_an
Spates’ fallure to help with th
Rt garden work.

) ¥ POTTER, 50 your ol
|| gise fowrahilp farmer ana rall
1oad emplosee. s abicwn hete &
ihe cosoiy Jal ufler ne had
comfegaed o the shooting of J ©
Spates wno with hls wife lUved
o a trullee bDehind the Potlers

me.  3alg Poller. 'L gon'l
know why T did It There must
‘Dt mething wroog with me

s a2l =y fendt"

Potter Trial
Postponed

The trall of Harry Potle:
year-old Elba township farme
charged with the murder of J. (

ot

Was postponed yesterda:

Tuesday bu’

examinatio:

incompilete ay morn

psychiatrists asked for pos!
t

.

The paychiatric test was given
by Doctors Gordon Brain, Flint

Cooper and A. T. Rehn
8tate Home and Trainu::
'

Potter shot Spates April 26 o1

Potter farm in Elba townsh!,
argument ovel

A e cg : SOLDIERS here in “Here 15
4 Lna < _,:_ LR LN | . u '
and  shooting  8pates Ll - Infantry™ say a."lﬂp\::k
it | stomach:, later driving his victim I : m. they e
f W Lapeer City hospital where @ humll and m;:’e

I diedd a few hours later

~T7 ~
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Guilty

fessed Elba township
pleaded guilty this

'Life Term

. Pleads Guilty to
‘| 2nd Degree Murder

p Hariy Potler, 50, Elba town-
| Mip Lrmer pleaded gullty and
cds osenienesd o e imprison-
et at Southern Michigan pris
o May 20 tor the slaying  of
d 0 8Spates. 28, Grand Trunk see-
v huand. Aprll 26

Cirenit Judge George W Des-
dard, fowid Potter gullty of
woond degree murder. He was
ik W prison Thursday

I Michigin a person serving
a lite sentence for second degree
murder comes under the jurls-
tdretion af the parole board after
having secved 10 calendar years.
The board may In 1t5 discreflon
after that Lime release a prisoner
onoparale after a full public
hearing. providing the senten
| cibg Judge does not file written
| objection.

| Potter’s attorney. I. C Cram-
fplon was dismissed  before  the

Lrall began and no defense was
joftered It was rumored earlier
(that a plea of temporary insan-
| 11y would br entered. An exam-

nation a week earller had  re-
| vealed Potter to be sane at that

time.

Potter
Spiates

admitted
in the latter's
, home on the Potter farm. He

sitld Spates falled to get up early
cnough in the merning te work
n a garden i which both had
an Interest.

An argument ended by Potter
shooting Spates with a shotgun.
Spates dled the following mora
ing at Lapeer City Hospital.

Potter Pleads

Harry Potter, 50-year-old con+

sy

(Tuesda:
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Patients to Stage

Anniversary Pageant

I csdtinrinaration
ANTIPEIAAT "
the  Lapeer 1
Tratring
chbldrr ' I

Maret of 1 '
Tune s "ol
plays ey
A& Vel

™he s

rMay wan g

120 |

Na M

viay Day '

Jrtils o R SRt

AN 1k (L
deligd

e W Lhe
AES Ann I

thw ariginal g
s lnside e
e @ strugeie o learn byova

An #hphant <should e i
ront leg and the right b oy
‘ariing off at the dume tme
From 1934 o 1840 Peter Hal

1 ‘Little Red Riding Hood
inow White and  the  Sevn
'warfs” and “Hanse! and Grote
rnewed our Rcgualintance  with
hildhood days

A “Patriotic Pageant [n 1'%l
‘a8 followed by 5 “Atyle Show
repeat performance nf “Mothie)
wose’ May Day’ and the 744
oroduction, “Hollywood — Can-

legmine

‘wen”, with & host of radio and,

‘cture stars, being portrayed by
‘ne children, those twa autstand-
ng radio stars, Frank Sinaic
d Kate S8mith, being  wnong
e entertainers of Unelr
SAam's” service men and women
& an UBO Canteen in Hollywood
'Y PIOXY.

County Press, June 13, 1945

State Home Is 50 Years Old

HAS 4,950 PATIENTS

AND 590 E
'y

a8 )

§ A2
S0

A brief history of the Lapeer|

| State Home and Training School |

In connection with the annual|
pageant given by the institution
on June 14th will recall many in-
teresting incidents of by-gone

days.

The Institution was started by
an appropriation of $50,000 by
the 1892-03 Legisiature and the
donation of 160 scres of land by
the City of Lapeer, The name
of this institution was “The
Home for the Fecble-Minded and
Eplleptic.”

The cornerstone for the Home
was laid on June 20, 1804, The

> " - L TR
IN 1513 THE NAME was chang-
to the Michigany Home and
aining School, Eplleptic pa-
ts were moved to the Caro
to Hospltal near Caro, ¢
In 1528 the Wayne County
ing School was established
th & nucleus of Institutionaliz-
patients from Liapeer, as well
u few employees.
In 1034 the) former Indian
| at Mt Pleasant was taken
er by this institution and be-
the M: Pleasant Home and
ing School.« L@y

MPLOYEES

DR. & E. COOPER, medical
superintendent? of* the Lapeer
State Hame and Tralning School,
who succeeded the late Dr. Fred
Hanng in’ Feb, 15, 1943,

meds Niblack.” Hazel Barnett,
Jean Bentley, Ellen Chase, Norah
Culver, Hazel Delehanty, Helen
Dobson, R E Dunlap, Peter Grif-
fith, Fiorence Hummitch, Sisto
Huelga, Jr, Helen Jacobson, Fay
Kruth, Arlene Lockwood, Anna
MacKichen, Mdbel Musselman,
Lennes Ostery, Victor Prather,

1837 the nama of the Lapeer

or the patients; 18mervice
g8; 1038 acres of farm
fth dairy facllitles: o pa-
’ ulatlon of 4,950 with 500
lyees, ', TiuR
first superintendent was
A Polglaze; then Dr George

berlain; Dr Harley H|

b’!ooper, present superinten-
N0y few of the old-time em-
-8 remain, Roy Bentley is

n the job and John Ph'xmpsl

ty retired,

{ Bdlth Schenick;

Jean Super-

e —
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FSIO,_(—)O_O Loss 1
In Home Fire

Staote Home Storage
Building Destroyed

|
[
” Fire of undetermined origin
Icaused a $10.000 to $12,000 loss!
5 at the Lapeer State Home Thurs
iday night, destroving the stor
v age warehouse and all contents
The 100x100 (oot one-story
brick structure contained lum :
ber.  bullding materiats, whrl
Home's old fire  engine  tools
-oke and baled rag |
The blaze could be seen 100
miles from Lapeer and attracted |
hundreds First discovered ol
about 9 30 pm the lire had pro |
gressed so far thal two hoses|
were of l\ttle value Later. tne)
Lapeer Firs Department Was
called to help extirfguish the
roke which burned most of the
night
The brick walls are standing |
Earl Smith., business manages
sald the bullding would be re-|
: constructed

I

L]
i
1

October 17, 1945

State Home is
Bigger than Lapeer

The Lapeer State Home with
Its 3,990 patients and over 500
paroled patients, ig bigger than
the city of Lapeer, Dr H. B.

r, member of the State
Mental Health Commission, toid
Kiwanians last week.

‘Dr. Zemmer, with the other
four members of the commission,
directs the state hospital sys-
temr for the feeble minded, in-
sane and epileptic. A total of
25,000 patients are now being
cared for by the state. Operat-
Ing costs are $15,000,000 a year.

58 Head for

State Checks
Patient’s Death

Whether negligence on the
part of a Lapeer State Home em-
ployee caused the death of Cath-
erine Rahaim, 8, who died at the
Institution Sept. 14, will be de-
termined at & coroner's inguest
which will be held here Friday
by 't H M Best, iocal coroner
and Proseculdng Attorney Tay-
lor

The girl died st the Institu-
tinn hospital after belng severely
burned while bathing at Cottage
33 where Was an lnmate The
young girl Was an organic brain
divease type and was considered
one of the low-grade patients.
Her physical condition was con-
Aldered fairly good prior to be-
ing burned. She was Incapable
Ol raring for herself and had to
have assistance to keep herself
clean  Shortly before dinner on
Sept 5 the girl needed attention
wnd Miss Frances Smith, the at-
lendant tn charge, drew some
|waim water and detalled anoth-

| or Inatitution patient who was

in the practice of helping care

Beef Sale

Herg Oct. 12
Sigler to Telk at

|

|

Bulls Female

Angus oS | 1

Hereford 4 1
M. Shorthomn 3
Shorthorn .. .5

Kim Sigier, special state pros

ecutor In the one man gran

jury Investigation of allege

er
for some of the more helpless Lapeer State Home

|palents o attend Catherine.
Then Miss Smith left the room
Durlig her absence another pa-
tent turnad the hot water on in
the bathtub and placed Cather-

See STATE CHECKS—Puge ¢

(Continued from page 1)

d

iState Checks

t,

"ine in the scalding water ' The
girl was severely bumted. She

was rushed to the hospital where
she was glven every attention

plond day wnd night nurse serv-
. loe

The burns were healing satlg-

r) fuctorily and it was thought ghe

fiwuuld recover when Friday she
V| suddenly became much worse
Hland died within a4 few hours. Dr

H lendent at the Home, states that
([ ir tis oplaton death was caused
|| T LoXemic poisoning result-
"[me {rom  absorption following
the burns The girl was burned

ol the lower third of her legs
and up "o her hips in back
A post mortem was performed
Suturday by Dr Lobr eminent
pathuingist His report nwaits
luboratory tests -
Dr Cooper states that It Is the
proctice o ull the cottages to
| Bave pativnts help attendants in
[ thelr work Without this inmate

belp . would be necessary to
{ donbie the stalf  Dr Cooper
[ stutis this work helps keep some
ol the patients busy and iz de-
cidedly benefiviel W them

R E Cooper, medical superin- 1

— . TR M e e e -

- -
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|Blame Death 2
On Shortage
1Of Employees -

Jury’s Decision
Awaits Report of 5t
Medical Examiner ¢

o attepdants and

Lapivr  Stal

Testimony
ofticlals ol
! Home helo

I {part of an employen aas
‘ltawn.\l:xlr far Un deatn I
Crtherlne Rahamn 4 svaruis
patient there

A Jury impancled by I I M
Best, coroner heard ‘e
mony Friday and adjuurned oo
ti Oct 1 to awnit the report of o

| medical examiner

| Atwendants cortotiosaiea Ua
Bistory toid by 0r R E Voo
A medical supenintendent wmn bus
st | mssistant, Dr Adolpn T Rebu
n,|the understaffed condition ol
d|the hume. The (nstlcution s,
et ADOrt 58 attendants under the
Ly y5tate qunta. Dt Coaper sard 100
ri | more are needed

The patient's death occurred
In | Sept. 5 when a filteen-year-oid|

lesih-

n patient placed her In . bath
ly|tub &nd scalded her with hot
od | water, Only one dttendisnt was
a. Of Quly &t Lthe time  The other

:m. had gone W the luochinienn o
v |QUATLET Of & mile away n anuth
of |7 bullding
v owaEladR, -

Shortly before dinner 1. Sep!
13 the patient needed  attentiog

| she gtlendant Jdrow someo wiats,
"water for & bath
AL thal time a cnale o anatbs
part af the wird et a4
| Imucel, pouring Walar eer e

|floar, and the attendant loft fhe
I buthroom 1o attend to y
Iter It was while she way
thet another patlent tucre
scalding water on the patus
whe wos about ) be Datlied
| The ward, housing 45 chilgre:
|Ls cared for t/ ,we Allemgants
| with the assistalice af Lre anier
| patlents

The State Menta, fHewin
mission yesterday otdered o
cautlonary measures  taken ol
the Lapecr State Home ane
| Tralning School &s Wi result ol
l'-h. death of the Rahaim chuid,

The commission instructed the |
| hoapitnl superintendeint tn in
“istall a aystern of lockine het

water autlets so that waly =u
| thorizied persons could
whem

nepligenc < Lhe 'L

Oakdale in the Newspapers

County Press, October 10 and 24, 1945

Term Death
At the Home
Accidental

Employee Calls
Dismissal Unin;t;
Denies Negligence

&

The death. Bept, 14 of Cath-
erine Rahalm, 14, Lapeer State
{Home patlent, was caused by
toxemic polsoning from burns
'accldentally received Bepl. 5, 1
coroner's jury declded Wednes-
day after the report of the post
mortem was made. The report
was sligned by Fred Bentley,
George Bell, Willlam J Vail, Lew-
is Burt, F C Boylan and Fred
SBtephens.

The jury. Impaneled by Dr.
H. M. Best, heard two weeks ago
how the patlent was left in the
bathroom while another patlent
came into the room and placed
the child In a tub of scalding
water. Shortage of employees
was blamed and the attendant
who was alone In une ward was

absolved of all blame.

Another attendant, siss Fran-
ces 8mith, was discharged, how-
ever. Her termination of em-
ployment notice stated “testi-
mony at an Inquest revealed
that she was negligent in carry-
ing out the ruies and reguiations
for patient care.”

Miss 8mith in a statement to
The County Press this morning
said she was eating her dinner
when the accident oecurred. She

sald she left to eat on her regu-
lar, authorized time angd only
after she had been properly re-
lleved and after she had notl-
fled the other attendant that
she wag leaving. She said she
ate each day at this time and
that she returned within the Aau- |
thorlzed tlme. The coroner's
lury, she maintained, absolved
her of blame and she was at a
loss to explain the dismissal.
Explaining the discharge,
State Home medical superinten-
dent Dr. R. E. Cooper said Miss
Smith testified at the inquest
she had left the patient in the
and had not informed |’
the other attendant of the fact

He eald be was Bot concerned
with" “or - this was

iy that
it was & violation of stitution
regulations. )

~10 ~

Ask Home
To Reinstate
Worker

Union Petitions
For Civil Service
Com’ission Hearing

Reinstatement of Miss Frances
8mith, discharged from the
Btate Home after the death of a
patient Sept. 5 has been de-
manded by the Home local of
the State, County and Munlcipal
Workers of America.

dliss Bmith was discharged on

!the grounds she violated Home
itules in caring for the patient,

Catherine Rahaim, 14, who was
scalded by another patient. Her
termination of employment no-
tice stated “testimony at an in-
quest revealed that she was neg-
ligent In carrying oul the rules
and regulatlons for patient
care.”"

The unlon polnts out that the
toroner's jury termed the death

‘| &ccldental, Dr R E Cooper, State

Home medical superintendent,
sald the jury only determined
that Miss Smith was not gullty

ot ¢riminal negiigence. He said
/she was discharged because she

viclated institution regulations
| when she left the paMent with-
| out notifying the other attend-
lant,

| The unjon stated the scalcing
|accurred after Miss Smuth had

llett w eai on her regular, uu-’f
thorized Ume and that the other !,

lattendant was in the ward when
! she left
been customary to formally not-
Ity the other
leaving the ward at zuthorized

In the bathroom but not in the
bathtub.

Civll Service Commission; for a

has been set by the commission
Lﬂ:ﬂ Bmith & not a union mem-

Miss Smith nas been made a
“goat,"” because this was the
socond death from scalding
within 12 months some

Y. They
at to ny at the
revealed the” patient
gulity of the scalding had, &
short time previously, thrown
‘another patient out of a win-
dow and had been gullty ot
other dangerous actions They
state this type of patient can-
not be controlled by the under-
stalfed institution and shoule
have been confined by Home of-
ficlals,

They say It has never |
atiendant upon .

hours. The patieritghad been legt |

<
!

The union has petitioned the '
hearing of the case. No date! |

ot

Individual union members rccl‘l

| t

o -

= rr
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, will teach art,
Rosetta Countes, Lapeer,

vml nine years' experience
mmx rural schools, will teach
. senise iralming. She also has
" been employed at the Instltn-
' tion.

© Herbert Murr will teach band,

. 'eomlng here from Marquette’
L prison where he was bandmaster.

< the past summer,

- Bob Powell will teach physical

education; he, 100, is o formier

employee.

‘Mrs. Marle Pumphrey, Laprer,

will'fissist In Occupational Ther-|

apy..For many years she has had
close contact with young people
‘and” s well equipped for her
work,

. Andrew Epplar will have
charge of the print shop this
Year, .

Members of the teaching staff
. who have taught previously at
the institution are: Dr. Dudley
A. Roberts, acting director of

-eduuu:m. Victor Prather, prin-
cipal; -Miss Geneva McAllister,
ncrcury. Miss Jean Bentley,

. sewing; Miss Anna MacKichan,
beginning academic; Miss Hel-
en Dobson, pre-primer: Mrs Fay
Kruth, music; Miss Helen Jacob-
son, industrial art: Mrs. Lennea

" Oster, handwork; Mrs. Florence

Hummitch, home nrts: E. R

Dunlap, manual training; Mrs

. Ellen Chase, occupational ther-
apy; Mrs. Marvel Richter, kin-

dergarten and socinl relations;

Larry’ Knutsen, boys™ carpenter

shop.

~~ The following teachers -at the
Lapeer State Home and Training
Bchool have resigned: Miss Al-
meda Niblack, pnnclval for 17
years, resigned and Is now work-
ing In the same capacity at Caro

. Btate Hospital,

.. Mrs. Mabel Musselman, art

‘director for 11 years, has gone
to her home on Lake Huron.

' Mrs. Arlene Lockwood, kinder-
garten teacher for 10% years, at
“her home In Lapeer.

Pﬂu QGriffith, operator of the
room for 14 years, retired

.md 11-nt his home near Lapeer.
My, Edith' Schenick, for 7

yun 2 member of the teaching |7
'staff, has gone to Callfornia to
teact.© Her husband, Richird
Schenick and her daughter, Su-
mnme, accompanied her,

« Mrs. Nora Culver, teacher
since 1930 hos retired to her

‘,}"-_.‘:. e 1) ¢
- v

" HERE'S TH§ PROGRAM
s o poe S

Lapeer State Home dining room urnd;y
| /evening, Oct

Dr. H. B, Zemmer, chalrman
Invocation - The Rey. :.fm Pumphrey
xmmducuouofw H.B.zammer

| Musie “t " Mhhnmtofunﬂnz

" ocl o?hcunn’z lltv‘ ﬂvntoet Laws and
R e arles Figy
M’l‘dmwwg w
_. .
'ctxbonmd te Hom
m Are We Going s
&:v”“;w:“_“hmﬁue? ;‘A.’Mvm
Novelty Musical Number “¢ bby Thom pso
h.'lu o3gr l1 Ape !.l.’tc.'_ g’m
e~ & EUL i g
Address 1= - WA b Bigler
'nummum.xmmuu&et. gtro-
,.,"dm of Beef Bale Conslgnors
Mlmhumlmofdamun
-nmu Jeo2a e« ‘Ramblers t
Corbmorrow's Sals -~ - = B A Mahatty
farm at Lawrence where she will
care for her hHusband, who has

been In 11l health for some time,
xmogene Snpemnulr..

Mrs.

sense training and

est, X
Miss Hazel Barnett, academic

teacher -

teach nearer her home in Mhs-
ourl.
Miss Maida Steinbers,

training

and Training School, has take
over Miss Niblack's. maluon

prinelpal,
e e S —
- . /L/-

ndergarten
resigned,

for two years, plans to

spe«:h
Ateacher, has aocoepted a

s &

gor 8 IS4S

e e 3 ..--

STATE DIRECTOR /]

DR. ROBERT L. DIXON, sup-
erintendent of the Caro State
Hospital, and lormersuperinton-
dent of the Lapeer State Home,
has been appointod acting dir-
eetor of the State Mental Health
Commission by Gaxesnar Sigler,

The aprointment was 0C-
cepted by Dr Dixon on a tems
porary basie, o help the new
commission get organized and
start funciloning. Dr Dixon wil
be glven a leave of abeence frog
his present job at Caro while hi
takes over new position,

The directorship of the com-
misslon pays $12,000 a year. Dr
Dixon's present job pays $10.000
and maintenance, which makes

the total compensation consi-
Kt:innb.y more than $12 000,

The position has been vacant
since Dr Charles A Zeller re-
signed in July o accept a sim-
{ar post in Indiana at a higher
salary

“MY BIGGEST Job as acling
director,” Dixon sald, “will be to
prepare a4 complete program of
mental hospital buliding and ex-
pansion for submisston to the
March 16 seasion of the Legis-
iature.”

gler zaid the commission
had “canvassed the field within
and outside the state seeking a
man  with the gualifications
called for jn the act creating the
Job™

THE LAW req
with 10 years

the
imission had not yet declded
what course to take to make ihe
poesition more attractive.

UNDER DR, DIXON will be
three deputy directors—of buai-
ness administration, of the chlid
guidance clinles, and of the stale
hospitals.

The State Health Commiasion
s compased of five members: Dr
H B Zemmer, Lapeer, chalrman;
Edward A Bllitzke of West
Branch;, Dr Ray Waggoner o
the Unlversity of Michlgan
Douglas Dow of Detrolt! an
{Mra Prieda Blankenburg of Kul

A v




. Dr. Jesse was in active practice
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41 Years of Service \Q-LIB

DR. WILSON TO RETIRE
FROM STATE |H0M 3.

By Lillian Redmond . R
After 41 vears as a member of | B3
the medical staff of the Lapeer
State Home & Training School,
Dr. Mille E. Wilson will retire on
April 30, and will ltave Lapeer
to make her home with a friend,
Miss Gladys Wagner, at Plain-

well, Michigan.

She was born In Rochester,
Michigan, the daughter of Dr.
Jesse E. and Mrs Sue Wilson. Dr.
Jesse E. and his twin brother,
Dr. Jerry Wilson were well! ¥
known physicians and surgeons |
for many years In Rochester and |

FF

when he died at the age of 85
Dr. Jerry died in his early sev-
anties,

Dr. Mille E. Wilson was gradu-
ated from Rochester high school |
and her father presented her |
with her diploma. She also at-

. 3 TE B WIHISON
tended school in St. Thomas, R ML e

Ontario, where she lived with about 100 employees at the in-
relatives for a time, Later she | stitution when Dr Wilson came
attended Lombard University at|here. Nine bulldings housed the
was | patients, Today there are 5,000
graduated from the Michigan  patients and 330w mployees with

Galesburg, Illinols. She

College of Medicine and Surgery ' 45 buildings housing patients.
tn Petroit. | Her first medical superintend-
Following her graduation, she ent was the lute Dr. George L.

was resident physician in a Do-! Chamberiain. who died
troit hospital for a time, return- | years ugo in California.
ing to Rochester to assist her|
father after her uncle's death
She later returned to Detroit | son came
and established a private prac- |still employed
tice In the Tuller Hotel

The late J. R. Johnson of La- |lenance.
peer, Dr. N. R. Gilbert of Bay Dr. Wilson
City and M. J. Murphy, who marked thal
comprised the board members of | Gn the grounda
the then Michigan Home for
Feeble-minded and Epileptic
asked her to Join the medical
staf! of the institution. She ac-
cepted the offer and assumed
her duties in Lapeer on January
3, 1907 and has been here con-
tinously since that time,

There were 900

o e—

and one

-

~12 ~

two

The only employee who was
at the institution when Dr. Wil-

who is superintendent of main- |treasures are

miled as she re-
there wasn't o job
that she has not 41 years, being on duty every
done durine her years of ser- morning at 8 o'clock, Dr. Wilson
vice. Just & tow of these jobs was | is a bit fearful of having all this
hundime ull incoming and out- spare time on her hands but
going patients mail, planning all | plans to exercise her motorboat
parties, mauking Christmas lists ‘up at the lake and just see how
vear she attended many fish she can catch.
twenty-three Christmas parties

throughout the institution. ‘will milss ,and hope she will
pﬂs snd! Said Dr. Wilson, “the big | make ' ¥isits back here. [.
—mrap—— = -

thing in this place in the spirit
of doing for others. You just
cannot be here very long before
you find yourself doing some-
lthing for these children. They
have a keen sense of fairmess
and thelr devotion has been a
'source of grea: satisfaction to
jme. They know I have always
fought for their interests and
| tried In every way to better their

8 | condition.”

| After retirement Dr. Wilson

B ' pians to de just a few of the

i things she has always wanted to
| do. She loves the out of doors
|and has a cottage near a lake
in Northern Michigan where she
plans to spend her summers.
“Just think' said Dr Wilson,
*“I have never had a summer va-
cation since I was a kid In
school; I probably will not know
how to act.”

Distinctly an individualist, Dr.
Wilson has done a number of
interesting things In her life.
She was one of the first, if not
|the first, woman driver of an
automobile in Lapeer county;
she attends the Episcopal
church but is not a member of
any club. Five years ago she
went to Blishop Alrport in Flint

gsecuring her student license and
soloing.

She has a number of priceless
antiques, including a hand-
lcarved mahogany settee and
several chairs: mahogany con-
sole table, a breathtakingly beau-
tiful six-piece silver tea service,
Bohemian glass decanters and

and very precious to the good
doctor.
After living on a schedule for

Her many f{riends in Lapeer

and learned to fly an nirplane,,

g, 2

boF

vases, filmy lace shawls and an |
to Lapeer and who is|oll painting of her father, which |
in Roy Bentley. |she prizes most of all. All these
family helrlooms|

|
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ONORED AT U OF M

DR. HARLEY HAYNES H

-m'v-'

e ) Y

. Fhis plaque honoring Dr. Harley A. Haynes, director-emeritas
of Univeraity hospital, Ann Arbor, has been placed In the foyer of |
the hospital Dr. Maynes was director of the hospital from 1924
until his retirement in 1945. He was asststant sedieal superintend.-
ent at the Lapeer State Mome from 1007 to 1912 and medical
siperintendent from 1012 to 1924 The plaque was designed by,
Avard Falrbanks, nationally known culptor and a lormer member
of the U of M faculty

Assumes Duties

Dr. R. W. Cooper has taken over the duties as Medical Super-
intendent at the Lopeer State Home and Dr R. L. Dixon who has
erved there and alwo at Caro and ML Pleasant stnee the death of
Dr. F. R. Hanna, hay returned to Caro

Lr. Cooper took up resldence at the Home February 15

~13 ~
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thoughts enter-
Why, oh, why, had
e this to me? I didn't
deserved .It. Why should
a lifetime of punish-
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I had lived a good
I was terribly bitter.
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Thelr smiling faces show that
they're-happy.—

WHEN YOU walk through the
immaculately clean bulldings,
the hospitals and cottages where
they live like families, don't ex-
pect the same detalls you have
In your own home. There are no
percale sheets, hand made lamp
shndes and lush carpeting.
Everything is simple and effi-

living, I would face it, bravely,
trustingly

It It wasn't for my wonderful
husband, and our
Jove for each other, I could not
have gofis on.. )
My husband and I took turns|:
staying awake at night because
our boy slept just two or three
hours at a time, and as he grew
older he became strong and de-
structive. He had to be watched
constantly.

clent. Easy to clean so more time

~14

knowledge of such inatitutions!
this happened (o me §
Frankly, I was appalied. I
realized how many other fam-|
| had heartachos just like
mine. We are not alone. There
are many right in our own com-‘
munities we never Hea .
It will be the hardest thing|
youdave ever done to leave her,)
put I know theyll be kind to
her, My boy has been there for|
years and he looks grand, 1 tmvcl
never regretied, though " ad-
mit the first year without him |
was torment, but God never gives
us & heavier cross Lo bear than
he gives us strength o bear It

¥ HAVE HAD three children!
since that time, and I'm truly
happy. - I.belleve sometimes 1
u nd why I had to go
through this. It has glven me
more understanding and toler- ||
ance, o warmer inside glow and
thankfulness and appreciation | «
for what 1 now. have. |

I"hope you will have another|(
cblld.mydm.nwmuml
can after your lttle girl goes to:
her new home. The Joy theyll n

-_—

= IT. WAS_ONE night, as I tip- > ; -
toed ‘In saw my husband :'z- o 27-‘
erying, boy on his Jap, | queee w o and :
rocking: and ‘crooning & 1UIIAbY, | gy given than you 0 dxy sxd Jou §
tears streamihg'down his face (1 |ymey give them a2 every IxUe g
had never'seen him cry before), jamé I bave Dot been e THE SOOWER
that I made my decision. Geal with sch goes =0 Lageer.
- My child could not know, could | could -tr. h S your Dustaad
not understand, and I knew he'd || chitren wout TE0SR TR nagpy nermal BT
| pe-happy’ anywhere 1t he were||Se=e = € : l"’ e
treated kindly, but what was this|| TEEY HAVE a chapel oo the arv 5% T2 50 0,
terrible responsibility dolng to S S Tocky we Dive In 8
the man I loved, whose heart||¥in 1 tres fa possitie?
mbruklng]ustllkemlne?nu“"‘ 1 wish you all the
work was falling, 50 was his| P The whote Hke & Nttlel Lo A
health. He looked old. I would| goem all its own. ralse thelr '
have to do something for his| own food. /Those who are cap- ——————
sake! able work In the felds.
. Those who are feeble-minded
SHORTLY AFTER this, my| have a keener sense of affection
husband and I visited Lapeer| than normal people. They attach
State Home. (Our son is there| themselves to someone and Kive
| now). We went through every| them the love and care €O e
| bullding and walked through the| "‘“,’:2"0‘,“‘,,,, lttle boy. He
grounds. If you haven't already ::;’”, him and cares for him
done this, do so by all means, | His hobby must be p y
It's a beautiful place; the| because he hands us pictures of
x:'n;nds are lke llplrk. The| our boy when we visit.
children (all mentally deficlent) be-
play on the playground. They're ‘“L:":.wg:“ ’.o”:n:ohu:pg get
happy. They're among thelr own| |pack when we take him for &
kind. No one to ridicule them or| | ride.
shun them. Those who are crip- Of course, I'll admit that to
pled are pushed In wheel chalrs.| |see these feedle-minded people
s not very pleasant. I had no
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Mrs Merz Condition Poor;
Faces Loss of Sight of Eye
As Result of Knife Attack

Mrs Henry G Mers is still In
| serious condition at 8t Joseph
| Hospital In  Flnt with ook
wounds recelved Monday. She
wias stabbed In her bed by o
woman employee at the Mers
home 4 mile soulh of Lapeer

Hospital sitendants sald loday
that her candition was critbeal.
She will luse the sight of the
right e8ye ay the result of &
kuife cul

The sligh! chunce there may
be of suving the eye is practically
cancelled because It s not pem-
aible perate due to the

punctu 1 lung

Her altucker, Ellzabeth, Fox,
34 vear-old Stale Home p}a_y
s beuy held al the Bome,

suance of & warrant has Deen
heid up pending farther reports
of Mrs Merz condition

PROSFCUTOR Ke Smith said
[ Miss Fox would probably be
charged with axsault with iIntent
1o kill The maximum penalty

s life Impgisonmnent, A paychdat-
ric examinaiion will be

[her 1t g possible (hat she may
be kept at the H J‘ﬂt or if found
fnsane, committed 1o an It~
yoon farcomanally insane.

The slgh 10-pound woman
had gpperently been angered By

MRS HENRY G. MERZ

1
“I Lost
All Control”

hon .« g a former Home Pl
tHent «”

' A LITTLE AFTER cight o'clock
COnfes’ion of 1} e murtung Miss Po ok A
kitchen knife form the awer
Elizobeth FOX [and wei ipstalrs where M

Merz was aleeping

Just a2 she reached the bed-
side Mra Mers dog nsed somme-
Mhilig wus wromg shd  growled,
The growl awoke Mra Merz In
time o see the knile plunging
at her but Lo jate L0 move

The eight-inch blade
the lower part xn ’#
l ..Nunc --n punmn‘
! THE POX GIRL RAN from the
room 0 fnd June Hamlion,

whom she also Intended to at-
ack

nis LR 241, of! - v"'('lL
which Elizabeth Fox wrote oul
ftor the authoritles after stab=
bing M H Mers Monday

o Dr Rehn

1 gut up ubou. T00 and went
down stalrs and yoi Dr, Mer Dis
breakfast and June's (Jun®
Ham!iiton nnother  employee!)
and mine Then Dr Merr went
to gel the Doy, who works here

ot Monday for him

' .'A & ‘- . Tl.“ :','4‘*.'“:'\"‘““;' l:'u“ T at .<.- o v wheit ] Al conaclous Mis Meors
e names and saying she was!| | ‘ ming praniy reached Lhe telephane beside her
botter thun | was The night e sbarted 1o gh biank  bed and ealled a neighbor, Mrs
cture Mis Merz starting saying " L a nt { v Reith MeOregor Mrs McOregor
hins me about the he & thert 1 8 mid she eomldnt understand
1] siwo wbout my not doing the Kiite At JPstiirs what Mrs Merz was saying but
itk lust enough, so you see [ he t i) There she knew something was 'm.

A ¢ both of them but A - We BRCATOON Runying outside she calied to
1 > ik I went i1 Meri who was working In
y y itid Roth rushed \nto the
1AM SORRY now w! 1 did A tound Mrs Mery
rible thing After 1 0K J R McBRIDE Home of-
10 the dishe Juin 1 tiv Sheriff Mathews and an
i S0 whe were called Im-
turted Lo et mpdd sedlately Mrs Merz  suffered
\ Whe ha Y wrrely from joss of blood and
nack AN started  te bo Waa aaved ongy by ne quick

M g of June HamilSon,
er employse al the Mers P

THE OGS

KT
1
e
1 A 01
ST S L)
I realleed tha
J Ny i mmiM i
sived thut 1 wild expe
rrealedd ke one, Lhat
Kanted ths gun whire

rame aller m¢

I WAS YERY scared but

sceny Mras Abbey. I gave up o

e has alwayy beenn my [1
{ I knew I I must ace
cts and be willing L WP
and take punshme for my
rible crime
I hope somoeday (hat

given a chance Lo prove
will never again do such a

1

wie

hing

again and I wan! ;W
that I will be good and
cause trouble again, for 1 ey
ed my lesson LAt crime does

pay. But 1 know | must Lake
punislhunent, lke a lady

ELIZABETH FOX

K Dr Merz Dr McBrde,
{ by rushing her juickly to a

I'he attacker did not find her
June
Hamiliun, because Miss Hamiliton
was In the basement feeding &

ther intendea vieum

¥iizabeth grabbed Dr Mers' 32
Jiper revolver from & doawer
ANg ra van the road Lapeer

State Homs employees Jack
D vison arlos Hancock and
MVrs Bianche Abbey found her 20
MnInuLe vier & mide and a half
with of the Merz home
\III POINTED the gun al Lh
| J rmpioyees Tom LaArny

See \f\“ﬂl\l- Pagr 2
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(Continued from Page 11

bu! then surrendercid Besides
the gun when found she carried
a knife which had been purehas-
ed a week earlier at a local dime
store

Her statemen!  pubbsned in
Lthis issue s believed hy Prose-
cutor Ken Smith  and  Sherniff
Lestte NMiathews to be reasonably

geturatd:
Dr. A. T. Rehn Stale Home
| supe m, was unable %o
the ¢rime 1'% pav-

attist and T can i figure |t
out,” he sa¥d

W CAME to Lhe in-
st} efy 19 vedrs old,
s terred ‘“duil-normal” with an
intelligence quotient of 92.
She would Rave been reieased
many years ago, said Dr Rehn,
that she had no family
‘ and been 11 for several veats
with tuberctilosis Because of her
| iItheéss, 'she had never workel
outside the institution until ghn
began working at the Merz home
Sept 8,
| Institution records showed her
' Lo be well-behaved, mild-man-
nered and shy
less inteRigent patient would
fir not have committed
( the erfme

the superintendent
sald. “Duller people are less eas-
| My aggravated and seldgm reach
, the peak of anger of more in-
 tefligént people ” he sad

| “IT WAS A shocking crime”
he commented “We of course,
feel our responsibility but we
rannot find any evidence Lhat

would have lead anvone ‘o be-
lleve she was capable of [his

Of the 14168 patients 1hal
ave been commitied to the
taie Home, this is only the
third patlient who has deliber-
ately attempted to kill Murder

was committed 20 years ago by a
pa t who escaped from the
and another murder was
tted in 1945 Ly a paroled
patient.

PRFESS—
800. A—m-, M,‘. 1"'
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'Vern Brown Praises Work
Of Dr. R. L. Dixon of Caro

October 1949
Date Not Known

Dr. Dixon N;;;nd
at Caro Dinner

Employees of the Cara Sia%
Hosgiita!l along with severnd fron
fe Lupeer State Hoame stafl and
vher triends honared D Rober!
L Dixon at & dinner Thursday
night a1 Cara  The vecasion was
Dr Duxon s relirement as sup't of
the Caro Institution

Dr and Mrs Dixon wrre pre
with ecight setling. «of
trritng silver flatwary by e
Caro rmployees On behall of the
faperr State Home employer
Larry Knutsou  preaniva Dy
Dixon with a poriabl: radio  »
tixon was aup't hers for
yrar

Kenneth Kerr strward )
was loasimasier and r
poaa g were Kavl Kinsey Caro

: Earl Smith, Lapeer lormes

wnted

trwtrds, Dr A T Rehn supe
[ intendent of the Lapeer Home
i Iy B Zemmer and £ 7
White ! Lapesr Torme Tie
e o e Staty Mispioa € 1

~16 ~

Larerbar of e

rven”

A man who has seen Suale of-
fictale come &nd Ko for maay,
many years b Vernnn 7 rows,
former leutenant - governor,
lormer augier genetal of Mchi-

M words of prase for Dr,

L Dixes of Caro which ap-

peared i the Inghass  County

Newy, casry 4 lul ol welght Were
w what Mr Brown said

AfLer 48 yours (1 public servics
i the people of mchw al
e age o 72 O L.
Dixcts. natlonslly anown and
publicly recognlaed asthiorily on
W o retiow an Oglober

That & W ax) . bw b reciring
from slale MTvIO

Lo realilty be o bol going WO
reclew wtoall But e guing o open
it uffee f0F privale praciice iIn
Calu near whers s lceled  1he
stals hompiial fee cpleplics over
whoch be has perised us direetor”
st (ts catabllahment o 1M14,
The oly ISerruplon came Ia
1930 wiwrr he votsenisd o lalin
chacgr uf Lhr Lapter Mome and
Tralaing schwm! lor o timr

It omen ke Doctor Disos 1o
alam ‘be peopk ol Inr slale
www o h A yrws alter hle grads

UALINE B was mised by Chase
B Cwparn Lhwn governof, as
leat of e MR Yigan  departs
ment of heallh

bhetter b wept Carmn  and
s dedang b whale  acltve
wwdlicn! rarees he s deveted

By services e the [iedg of pade
3 Dealtdy et v the mestally L
In ade e T Sl dulies as sup-
erintentdenl ol u lafur ¥ale etl.
Lot B i Lok S Lo st as
mnitadl  health
poard 4l the sate fee 2 period

Omr of L wer suplishasent™s in
wihieh Dw Das tuked groal e
nas Been e trumiing of ollwes
Al of @n Tuur who lsare servedd
As Bl anl sups nlendesiis ans
ged Nle Wlelage sObsequmily tes

RING AUperInlendsiis o sale
odpitnle
Suth publc stvos @ Ule

saralde Yol owir Muney neser
tully pays for 0 10 v of sech

| charactes tha!l Ihe pudir hears

Mtls OF It ane racognizes L4 LFUS
worth bu!l slighaly
I b Seens 0y podd lortane
w e known D Dixees rather
well slgee my sarly dagx o0 the
wgslature I s a "h.fﬂﬂﬂ*
privilege fur mr LU make pubite
recognitiun of s emminen! 3 pRoys §
Alciall &L Lo DAy Tmp respecis YO
ot of the st  abi
saminmiielors o lhe cowanlry,
ane who Bever Lasl sight of the
nowds of the patsents enlr
Lo s Care. vyt oo who Lkerwise
| pever dmd st of e fegl that
public money cumes  from Abe
gockels U Lhe prople and™ia al
R S DR Uard wilh, dascrollo
I Ay.
: Br % puliir record s il
il phases sl » pallern whaely
e B0 De mpLa
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County Press, October 13, 1949

Mrs. Merz
ToLose Eye

Her Condition
Still Critical

The condition of Mrs ienry G
Merz, who was stabbed by a
household employe Oct 3, is
some better, but still critical
She witl lose her right eye

Mrs Merz was taken to Harper
Hospital, Detroit, Thursday, from
Hurley hospital, In Flin. Tues-
day she underwent a brain oper-
ation, and a blood clot was re
moved.

Examination by braln speciai-
Ists revealed a pressure on the
brain caused by the knife wound
in the eye. Removal of the eye
will be necessary, but an opera-
tion is not practical at this time

County Press, October 20, 1949

Mrs H. G. Merz
Gaining in Life Fight

Mrs H G Merz, who was stab-
bed on October 3, Is gaining at
Harper Hospital, Detroit

Mrs Merz, butcher-knife vic-
tim of a Lapeer State Home pa-

tient regained consciousness
over the week end and |s able to
talk briefly

She |s beginning to be abie W

move her right arm and leg
which has been paralyzed until
now Nothing has been done to
the eve which will have to be
removed when she |s stronger

County Press, November 17, 1949

Mrs H, G. Merx
Has %«um«l Home

~ Mrs B G. Merz, whe was stab- |
béd Oct./3, by Elizabeth Fox, has |
returned home_

Mrs Merz underwent a delicate

hospital, Detroit. No clurgc has
been placed mkut the girl,
pending

Mere's injuries. peer State
Home officials charge of
the girl.

County Press, December 3, 1949

| Recovery Slow for
Mrs Henry Merz

Mrs H G Merz |Is recovering
qlowly from the knife attack
'made upon her a month ago by
an employee She is still suffer-
|mmg from shock and effects of the
operation, Dr. Merz sald. He asks
that visitors telephone before
Jeoming, as shie 15 able Lo see only
|a limited number for short pe-

~ 17 ~
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Date Unknown, probably mid to late 1940s

R T T
B S

S e
e e
SR watane

e i
Sriessia ¥ sadbaey
Mioam 4 Lo 3

i e

bas ey | SAmAY sy

- ]

e o P el

g " S - R

. g PRy

31003 cums ot

-~ LTI

S b ey,

- e,

* e

-
SI0e 4 prmay
~ .

L T
bt
SO Son iy
W e
i * e
-u'."""ms, v .in

LAY

B 51 SEET o s g gy,

o Yo S

"

-() % “ % )

l , ‘ . a Q !acl e hite bOd’? .
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i the folks back hon)e.
ded signal honor by th gl
r county are being accor o g b
N hets s";lv‘:,::lt:u’::: ‘II:EZ: supervision of iLunyhol:;m;;:n.ln Awr‘!:“’ e and q;::::
The honor roll, Ar! s ’ ! biock ona o
it ed in!lﬂl,ﬂ_ﬂ‘? g!.l-aipenelra “\:?lligbe one of the highlights in ﬂ:’; Y;:(z:yu “hzu” ol iyl
Lapee hadey, el gwhi‘:h Sl cinsons pld;‘ Pittenger, 17, first announced
it fqllowin%” on. The names of Kinnamon Jl:’ r:cl o
e c::::c;:; ::::‘el'heg county, will be lettered in gol_d. (lo. hal o
overseas - . |

e — .
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