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Annual Meeting Update from President Susan Beal 

As you know, the annual meeting was postponed in the Spring because 

the stay-at-home order was issued by Governor Whitmer in mid-March, 

when we were preparing for the meeting. As a result of the subsequent 

deAngeli Branch Library closing, the Friends general meetings were  

suspended.  As you can understand, it has not been possible to  

schedule any meeting at deAngeli because the meeting room is now 

being used to quarantine returned books.  

 

We were intending to ask for membership approve of a $20,000 Wish 

List for the library at the Annual Meeting.  Once that meeting was  

canceled, the Friends Board approved $5,000 to be available for  

programs, if needed.  We knew that there would be some activities 

 going on, once the library staff returned, but since the Covid-19  

guidelines remained in effect when the staff returned, it became  

obvious that there would not be a fraction of the usual programming. 

At this time, the Friends Board, on behalf of the membership has  

approved a total of $7,040 for this year, which includes the ongoing 

magazine and newspaper subscriptions.  We felt that it was a  

reasonable amount and that we were being fiscally responsible, making 

the decision for the membership.   

 

We have also  extended the term of one of the Friends Board Trustees 

as well, since there is not a way for us to hold an election for that posi-

tion.  Once we can gather again, that matter certainly will be on our 

agenda.  We are fortunate in that we do have funds in reserve, that en-

able us to look forward to 2021 as a year that we hope  

programming will resume. 

Susan Beal 
President of Friends of the DeAngeli Library 
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A New Kind of Sale  

2020 has surely seen a number of different ways of doing things--

and the Friends Book Sale was no different!  On three beautiful Fall 

days, our only book sale of the year was held outside at Jan Watz's 

house.  Great volunteers helped set up 20+ tables, spread  

throughout the yard and driveway, and buyers were lined up on the 

very first day.  A ‘welcome’ table greeted our buyers where they 

were asked to use hand sanitizer and put on their masks. Buyers 

were so glad to have a sale that compliance was great! 
 

The sale was held for only three days, but netted the Friends around 

$1,200.  Hours were shorter, and Saturday was half-price day. There 

was no ‘Bag-for-a-Buck’ Day (definitely needed in future). No  

money was handled (buyers were asked to put their cash or checks 

in a daily cash box) no change given or credit cards accepted. 
 

The team has already discussed ways to make this type of sale even 

better, and we may see more of these sales as long as the   

pandemic continues.  The sale was easier to set up, easier to clean 

up and easier to monitor and fill tables throughout the sale days.    

Volunteers and buyers felt safe and a good time was had by all.  
 

Thanks to everyone involved!  

Upcoming StoryWalk® project at the deAngeli Branch  

The Friends are partnering with the Marguerite DeAngeli Branch Library for a StoryWalk®  

project.  LDL Children’s Librarian Mary Cowles brought the idea to the Friends, as it provides a way 

for children to read a story outside the library.  The book pages will be in stands in the ground, much 

like are used in parks or nature preserves.  The book entries will be changed regularly, and are  

positioned for walking and for wheelchair accessibility around the sidewalk on the library lawn.  

Considering the dearth of programming opportunities in 2020, it seems an ideal time for a large-scale 

project such as a StoryWalk®.  Miss Mary reports that the project is already in progress and  hopes it 

will be up and running by winter.  LDL Director Amy Churchill is very supportive of this opportunity to 

bring families into the reading experience in a new way. She feels that dedicated readers are created 

as children, when they are exposed to the joys of a library experience. Those children can turn into 

adults who support their local libraries!  

Update on Book Sale 
and Books to Go 

In case you missed the news, 

the Friends will not be  

having a book sale this 

fall. The committee is  

waiting to see what happens 

with Covid 19 before a new 

date is set. Our Baskets, 

Books, and More Sale has 

also been cancelled and 

there will not be any gift 

books for sale.  The meeting 

room where the gift books 

are usually displayed is 

 being used to quarantine 

books that patrons return, so 

we will wait until next 

year. Hopefully, when we are 

able to have a sale, we will all 

be rested and ready to go. 
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Want more information about Lapeer District Library?  

Check out our website library.lapeer.org for 
info about upcoming events, program and 

more!  

Stay in touch on our Facebook 
page to get the latest updates! 

Muscles Needed 

We are in need of some workers (thinking 

young, strong students) who would be willing 

to be "on call" when we need books moved 

around (sale setup, moving books in storage, 

emptying trailer, etc). The need is often an 

hour or two at a time, and schedule could be 

flexible for the volunteer.  If you know of 

someone who would be        

interested in earning some 

money, call Jan at 664-7603    

to have them put on the list. 

Online Sellers Needed 

We are still looking for folks who would like to 

try selling books online.  Although it sounds 

complicated, it's really pretty simple once you 

are set up.  It involves setting up a selling   

account, listing books that our sorters have 

set aside (ones that will bring us enough prof-

it to make it worth listing), and then shipping 

the books once purchased.  If you would like 

to see how it's done or would like to try with 

just a few books, please contact Jan @ 664-

7603 or janetwatz@yahoo.com.  

The Book Nook is Open!  

Since our book sales have been seriously curtailed, our sales at the 

New To You Consignment Shop are becoming more important than 

ever!  After the store was reopened this summer, we were able to add 

5 new shelving units which meant hundreds more books for sale.  We 

select our best books and prices still remain very reasonable. With the 

store closure due to the pandemic and also lots of remodeling of the building 

this summer, our profits were less than we had hoped, but as of this newsletter, 

we have managed to deposit almost $2500 in the bank for 2020.   With our new 

shelves and inventory we expect to see great sales through the end of the year.  

Drop by in mid-November and see our awesome display of Christmas books! 

New To You Consignment Shop 
 

286 W Nepessing St, Lapeer, MI 48446  

 M-Th 10-4, Friday 10-6, Saturday 10-3.  

mailto:janetwatz@yahoo.com


Donations, Donations, Donations 
 

We sure do know what folks were doing during the first few 

months of lockdown--they were cleaning out their ‘stuff’ and  

packing up books they wanted to donate to the Friends! 

 

After several months of not accepting donations (the library was closed and then once open, the 

meeting room is being used to quarantine library books), we decided to try something new.  Twice a 

month on the 2nd & 4th Saturdays, a trailer is parked at the library and patrons can bring all the 

books they want to donate. Donations are accepted from 10 a.m. – 2p.m. or until the trailer is full. 

They load items into the trailer themselves, to keep our volunteers safe, and at the end of the day, the 

trailer is whisked away, thanks to the Tompkins Family. The books are quarantined in the trailer for at 

least 72 hours, and then emptied, sorted and stored. 

 

Friends volunteers have become "Trailer Sitters" and are on duty to make sure people load the trailer 

properly and that items we do not accept (magazines, textbooks, old encyclopedias, condensed 

books and books in poor condition) are turned away.  Workers are assigned a 2-hour shift and have 

enjoyed the beautiful fall days, chatting with patrons or maybe reading a good book during the slow 

times. November will be the last month for Donation Days until our winter weather is over--we hope 

to begin collections in February or March.  If you would like to become one of the "Trailer Sitters" on 

November 14 or 28, contact Jan at 664-7603 or janetwatz@yahoo.com.  
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New LDL Staff Members  
 

Due to the retirement of Lapeer District Library’s former director Melissa Malcolm, 

LDL welcomed Amy Churchill on August 24, 2020.  She came to Lapeer from the 

Public Libraries of Saginaw where she worked since 2004.  Prior to coming to LDL, 

Amy was branch head of the Zauel Memorial Library.  

 

Harmony Crocker started at deAngeli Branch Library on September 4, 2020, filling 

the Head of Reference Services vacancy.  She came to LDL from the Brandon  

Township Library where she functioned as the Adult Services and Circulation   

Manager.  She likes our small, rural community.  Harmony, her husband,  

boys and dog love to hike in the area. We are excited to welcome both  

Amy and Harmony to Lapeer and to the LDL team.  

Amy Churchill 

Harmony Crocker 
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deAngeli Friends Membership  

 

We know how wonderful you all have been in working at book 

sales, as well as patronizing our sales and the Book Nook. Don’t 

forget about your Friends membership also!  We rely on that 

money and the information on the form itself, using it to keep 

our volunteer lists up-to-date, and it has been used in the past 

for the wonderful volunteer luncheons that the library has put on 

for the volunteers.  That may not be possible this year, but we 

have many fond memories from the past.  I know that we all 

hope those days will return soon. You may use the attached 

form, to mail or drop off at the library.  The membership also  

assures that you will continue to receive what we hope is an  

informative and entertaining newsletter from your Friends here 

at the deAngeli Branch Library!  



2020 Marguerite deAngeli Friends Renewal/Application 

Friends of the Library are dedicated volunteers and advocates for libraries who raise much 

needed funds, sponsor programs and special events and host popular used book sales. 

The Friends of the Marguerite deAngeli Library is a non-profit, 501c3 organization formed to 

promote the interests and welfare of the Marguerite deAngeli Branch of the  

Lapeer District Library. 

Completing the application takes only a few minutes, but how much time you give back is up to 

you.  There are opportunities for everyone to participate as little or as much as they want. 

Please fill out the application below and return it to PO Box 324, Lapeer  MI   48446. 

The membership is for Jan 1-Dec 31, 2020, no matter when you pay. 

Membership allows participation in any “Friends Only” activities including Book Sale discounts, 

the December Friends party/cookie exchange and an invitation to the annual Friends 

luncheon/tea hosted by the Lapeer District Library. 

Name __________________________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone ____________________    email ___________________________________ 

Students ($5)  ______    Individual  ($10) ______   Family  ($20) _____ 

Lifetime  ($150) ________      (Make checks payable to Friends of the M. deAngeli Library) 

Check all areas of interest: 

_____ Used Book Sales _____ Publicity (Newsletter and Facebook)  

_____ Fund-raising  _____ Being a “Book Picker Upper” 

_____ Being on the FOL Board _____ Helping with Book Nook at New To You 

_____ On-Line book sellers  ______Other _________________________________ 

(Please mail this completed form, along with payment to Friends of the deAngeli Library 

PO Box 324   Lapeer, MI  48446) 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY – Date Received _____________________________________ 
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